CHAPTER   VII

CONSTRUCTIVE   WORK   AND
IMAGINATION

THE FIRST USE OF IMAGINATION

IT is true that a child must work with the endowments
present at birth in his first attempt to make a place
for himself in life, but it must not be forgotten that
intelligence is also an innate quality and probably from
the earliest days is occupied in modifying the native re-
actions to life. This modifying and moulding capacity
which we call intelligence is the essential condition fee
education; in apes or dogs and lowlier animals it makes
the achievement of instinctive ends quicker, and the pursuit
of those that are not purely instinctive possible. In man-
kind it is, with his growing sentiments, the most potent
control of conduct and in a rudimentary form it is so with
young children.

Most people would substitute memory as the earliest
control of conduct, and when asked the meaning of the
statement that even a baby learns by experience, they
would say that he * remembers' what happened and acts
on his memory. But it is the future that is important to
the young and active, and hence, though it is true that
if a child had not memory he could not intelligently modify
his conduct as a result of past experience, it seems reason-
able first to consider the use a child makes of his intelligence
in the shaping of Ms future conduct and to leave the nature
and function of memory to be discussed later.
As soon as a child has any interest in the future the simple
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